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INTRODUCTION 

The second quarter has its own serious challenges, the Coronavirus pandemic caused serious 

changes in our life and how we relate to our environment, and it was our new normal life. School 

were closed both obbitu children home were confined in obbitu while the HBC children were 

confined at their homes. Social distancing use of mask, sanitizing and washing hands were new 

routine we adopted in and outside obbitu. 



Before corona changed our life style the quarter was promising with long rains and busy 

agricultural activities in the green house with expectation of bumper harvest. Despite the 

challenges we were able to come through the quarter and achieved the expected results from 

various activities undertaken during this quarter.  

PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR THE QUARTER 

1. Obbitu children home services, welfare and maintenances 

2. HBC children and family needs  

3. Health assessment activities 

4. Green house activities 

5. Construction of pan 3 

6. Coordination with local authority  

1. OBBITU CHILDREN HOME 

 In obbitu children we had 20 children, 8 girls and 12 boys. 1 boy was exited hence 11 boys living 

in obbitu children home. All children were well confined in obbitu without releasing them for 

holidays at home due to fear of Coronavirus infection. The management found it more safer to 

keep children in obbitu then to release and then they mingle with others which would make them 

more at risk and vulnerable. Children are well and healthy, they have grown physically and put on 

weight. 

CHILDREN HOUSES 

The children houses were clean, the floor and walls no cracks. The kitchen is sooty from inside. 

The inspection done by a team of area advisory council for children approved the building and 

compound and safe and habitable for children. 

The beddings, beds have become old and broken which calls for replacement of bed sheets, 

blankets, metal boxes and the beds.  

There is more space to admit more children as need arises 

1.1.FOOD AND NUTRITION 

 

Obbitu children home have adequate food in its food 

store, we had good harvest of green gram and peas, 

and we also had continuous harvest of sukuma wiki 

and spinach. We received assorted food supply from 

County government of Marsabit. Our monthly food 

ration has been adequate supply. Obbitu children 

were served with balanced diet and they ate 5 times 



a day including the 2 breaks. Children have increased in weight and physically grown. There were 

food time tables to have varieties of meals. Common foods include rice with beans or meat and 

vegetables. This can change to ughali, chapatti, pasta or Githeri (mix of maize and beans).  Green 

gram and peas are sometimes substituted with beans. Breakfast mostly was Anjera with tea. Fruits 

like pawpaw, water melons, oranges, bananas were provided from green house or bought from 

market every forthnight.  

1.2. HEALTH CARE 

The covid 19 has made us to refocus our health care alertness. Children practice personal 

hygiene more frequently. Water was adequate to maintain high level of hand washing as many 

times as possible. We have a fixed hand washing facilities with soap at all strategic points like 

near toilet, near the children houses, near the main gate and watchman house and father’s 

house. 

The obbitu dispensary was well stocked with drugs. No any serious illness was reported 

during this quarter under review. Chansa Abduba has been well and does not have signs of 

oedema or urine coloration. We have allowed him to eat foods which he was advised not to 

eat except for use of Salt. 

 

1.3. EDUCATION  

The school was closed due to outbreak of corona in the world and Kenya was not left out. 

Since late March children did not attend any learning. They did not sit for the terminal 

examination to evaluate their performance. At the end of June we were able to reconnect to 

TV channel for e – learning. Children have not adopted well because they see more as 

entertainment than a teacher guiding them to learn. Library books are renewed after every 2 

weeks and upper class were able to read simple story books. 

 

1.4.CLOTHNG  

Clothes were provided on need based. No clothes were bought during this quarter. Shoes were provided 

but it does not last long since they are active and play with the same shoes always. The most items we 

purchase for the children was shoes 

1.5. CARE AND PROTECTION 

Obbitu children were cared for by mothers and management team. They were counseled once 

every Sunday on general counseling like management of adolescence behaviors, puberty signs 

attraction to opposite gender and self-control and discipline. I case of indiscipline was recorded 

and 1 boy was exited. Children now were under strict supervision by watchful eyes of watchmen, 

village supervisor and me. Children participated in various activities like harvesting and general 

cleaning.  

1.6.ENTERTAINMENT 

 The children had many entertainment options. They are supper active hence do many acrobatic 

activities, swing robes, indoor games like pattern, ludo, snake and ladder. They watch computer 

videos like talents and skills shows, music 



1.7.WATER  

Water has been adequate all tanks were full and it will last up to the next rainy season. Water is 

not very safe filter have clogged and boiling water was not consistent. We have PUR chemical for 

treatment  

1.8.MAINTENANCE ACTIVTIES 

We have issues of major maintenances, the big generator is still not working, and the workshop 

generator is not working. Children beds needs to be refreshed and renewed with metallic once.   

Children houses still need solar battery.  The compound is overgrown due to the long rain. The 

maintenance of the guest house has not been done. The taps is clogging due to salty water.   

Minor repairs were routinely done by B. like changing the engine oil and it working properly. It 

requires major services for optimum performance. Gullies and soil due to heavy rain was created 

but we manged to refill the gullies with support from children and B..  

2.0. ELETRICITY 

Despite main generator now working we 

were able to replace charger controller and 

batteries for A.’s office and Fathers house. 

Boys house have small panel to light 3 

bulbs.  Girl’s has an old battery 100watts 

from A’s office. We are consulting the area 

MP to facilitate the community power 

connectivity to Obbitu children home. We 

are also consulting the Kenya power on the 

procedure to apply for power connectivity.  

3.0. COMPOUND 

The compoud was bushy, requires cleaning through casual workers, children have a weekly 

general cleaning of the compound to collect waste like papers, debris, mettalic containers,   

4.0. ANIMALS 

Obbitu children home has 9 cows currently.  2 older cows, 1 

bull 4 steers and 2 heifers - 1 male and 1 female. The 

compound has adequate forages to feed them. We have 

harvested hay from green house and stored for dry season. 1 

of the cows and her heifer was given to G. G. and has been 

taken to wayegoda. Ticks infestation was a problem but we 

do regular spray with acaricides to kill and remove ticks. 

 

 



5.0. OBBITU FARMING UNIT 

 

The farm has 4 active 

greenhouses and open 

fields, 2 greenhouses 

have tomatoes,  1 with 

spinach, green pepper 

and spinach. Open 

fields have sukuma 

wiki, red pepper, 

onions and water melons.  Pawpaws have been doing well and we had reular harvesting and were 

provided to children. 2 pans have adequate water to last upto the next rainy season. Pan 3 was 

completed, it is open and exposed. When it collect water and becomes full it will increase the 

quantity of water  in the green house. 

Beekeeking.  

9 beehives has bee colonies , 6 behavies were harvested and a total of 41.8kg of honey was 

harvested. It brought a total revenue of kshs 41,800. The chas was banked in obbitu children 

home account. We have a plan to increase the number of behives and also to brand and label our 

product. 

VEGETABLES  

The table below summaries the harvested vegetables  the harvest was a cummulative total  since 

january 2020. 

NO VEGETABLES QUANTITY Used in obbitu 

kitchen 

Sold 

1 Sukuma wiki 1037 buddles 294 743 

2 Spinach  673 bunddles 68 605 

3 pawpaw 214 pieces 168 46 

4 onions 22kg 22kg 0 

5 watermelons 23 pieces 13 10 

6 Tomatoes  1265 kgs 20 1245 

7 Carrots  16kg 16kg 0  

8 Long tail pepper 4 kg 4kg 0 

9 Green pepper 143 pieces 14 pieces 129 pieces 

 

GUEST HOUSE 

The guest house was inspected routinely, T. G. attends to general cleaning of the guest house for 

2 weeks every month. The guest house generator was run every Saturday for 1 hour. 



Some Guest house taps  were blocked due to salty water. Other defects like leakage , window 

screens and replacing the water piping systems requires a major miantenance which must be 

funded and  

2.0. HOME BASED CARE PROGRAM 

OVC Sololo project support 274 children in primary, 

nursery and underage. In secondary school the project 

supports 42 children. 8 new families were admitted 

into the program. They have a total of 31 children 

added to the project. Due to financial constraints other 

family’s needs were not provided. Home visits were 

conducted and needs identified. 

The motorcycle was in good state of repairs to 

facilitate timely home visits by the field officer. 

2.1 HBC FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Majorly food distribution was the main need provided for families. Home visited was carried out 

but other needs were not met.  1 family was supported with 1 metallic door and 2 windows. Home 

based activities were greatly reduced due to inadequate funds available to provide needs like 

clothing, kit casa, beddings and repairs of houses. Since schools were closed stationeries were not 

provided.  

19 families were provided with supplementary food voucher where they receive double food 

ration. The numbers of children targeted were 73.  

2.2 HEALTH AND NUTRITIONAL ASSESSMENT: 

Nutritional assessments were carried out despite the corona virus threats.  

 

MONTH 

Target for the 

month 

No.  children 

seen 

Reason for 

absenteeism  

April  64  Relocated to 

other place, 

went to 

foraa 

May   39  

June  96  

   

TOTAL 199  

  77 children who targeted for health assessment and were underweight, 67 of them were assessed 

and 10 of them not seen. Of the 67 children assessed, 44 of them have improved, 21 have not 

improved and 2 of them had reached a standard BMI. The recommendation is that the 

supplementary food voucher to continue until September when another assessment will be 

conducted to monitor progress. 

 

 



2.2. MONTHLY OVC HOME VISIT 

MONTHS TARGET 

OVC HH 

NO OF 

FAMILIES 

NO. Of 

Children  

seen 

Not 

seen  

April   23 23 74 0 

May   26 26 67 0 

June  7 7 26 0 

TOTAL 56 56 167 0 

8 new families admitted to the program locality distribution include DF – 2, Wayegoda – 

1, Ramole – 1 and Ramata – 4. 

2 children were readmitted back into thec program after they returned to damballafachana 

family. 

HBC FAMILY NEEDS IDENTIFIED 

Durin the quarter and home visits the list of needs identified were as listed below 

1. Home clothe – 71 

2. New shelter – 4 

3. House repairs – 6 

4. Kit casa for new families – 8  

5. New toilet – 1 family 015 

6. Mattresses – 9 already bought and ready for distribution 

7. 100 litres water storage container – 9 

8. 20 litre water jerkens – 18 – available in the food store. 

SHELTER CONSTRUCTION 

2 new houses were planned to be constructed but was postponed due to reducing the risk 

of Coronavirus infection. 

2.3. GOK COORDINATION AND MONITORING 

The relationship of OVC Sololo project was very cordial and collaborative. We received 

food donation from the county government. We shared data of children living in Obbitu 

children with the children officer Marsabit County. One boy was admitted to obbitu 

through court order. The same child was exited from obbitu through the consultation of 

children officer. We also admitted I needy girl to obbitu after consulting with the children 

officer. Obbitu children home always respect the government guidelines in service 

provision for children admitted to obbitu children home. 

BY GUFU GUYO – PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 

 


