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INTRODUCTION

THE CORONA Virus pandemic continued hindering the smooth running of activities. People and
children were kept at home for social distance. The quarter and under review was very harsh one,
in obbitu children home the children were restricted not to go out of the compound. 4™ of October
2 set of classes were opened and children were allowed to attend classes under strict Covid 19
ministry of health protocol. In sololo there were not positive case of Covid 19 was reported,
though in the larger Marsabit County over 100 cases were reported with a number of death cases.

Despite the fear, OVC activities went on uninterrupted in terms of home visits and health
assessment. The OVC sololo project currently provides care and support for 277 children up to
primary school level. 42 students in the program are in secondary school. There were 92 OVC
families registered as home based care program.

Since inception OVC sololo project has served 580 OVC most were exited as they complete their
primary level or dropout of school or advance in age.

27 OVC students completed their secondary school education where 1 has graduated from
university and got employed in County Government. 6 students attended and completed Obbu
polytechnic in tailoring and dressmaking while 2 completed masonry from the same polytechnic.

PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR THE QUARTER
1. Obbitu children home services, welfare and maintenances
2. HBC family needs
3. Health assessment activities
4. Green house activities

5. Social welfare beneficiaries
6. Coordination and collaboration with GOK and stakeholders

1. OBBITU CHILDREN HOME

At the beginning the quarter we had
~ 17 children accommodated in
}.& Obbitu children home 7 girls and 10
" boys at the beginning for the
quarter. Girl I. Q. and 1 boy R. W.
were exited making currently 15

i children. 4 children were admitted :
to obbitu, 3 girls and 1 boy making the total 19 children in obbitu children home




CHILDREN HOUSES

The houses are clean, the floors are chipped due to scraping and use over the years. Roofs have no
leaks the holes for ventilation running along the wall near the eaves have become hiding out for
bats due to the net covering it becoming worn out. The thatches on the roofs of kitchen and
washrooms have turned old and rotten

The kitchen internal wall is shoot and but periodically washed through general cleaning

The beds are getting older and weak. Children without bed sheets and blankets were provided
with new bed sheets and blankets

1.1.
1.2. FOOD AND NUTRITION

Obbitu children home had adequate monthly food
supplies. The children were provided with well balance
== diet in varieties. Due to covid 19 health protocol all
= schools were closes and children were within obbitu
children. They ate food 5 times per day. They increase
weight, height and development. Foods served for
obbitu children included maize mixed with beans, rice
= with bean and meat, pasta with beans, Ughali with beans
, Ajera for breakfast, all meals had vegetables from the
greenhouse — Sukuma wiki, spinach, fruits like Pawpaw, bananas and mangoes. Camel’s milk
provided for Qabale, powder milk for other who does not use camel milk in their tea.

We glad to report obbitu children received food donation from Kenya defense Force based in
moyale and also Christmas Party from fund raised by Sololo professionals. The foods will assist
to reduce food budget in the month of January 2021

1.3. HEALTH CARE
Obbitu children have been living in a state of wellness, they was no any major illness reported
during the quarter under review. Q. A. had low CD4 count due to non-adherence to treatment
regimen. This was caused by shortage of drugs in hospital. We have corrected the shortage by
buying from drug chemist. Obbitu dispensary has adequate essential drugs to manage minor
ailment like stomach ache, fever, flu, cough and headache

1.4.EDUCATION

Learning was seriously affected due to Covid 19.
Schools were closed nationally to protect people from
contracting the virus. Obbitu children were within thhe
compound untill they got bored and requested to have a
holiday. Thye were reasled on a permission holiday for
2 weeks.




Class 4 who are on the educational new curriculum and class 8 were retunedto school to
commence learning as apartial opening of school. There were no examination to monitor
performance. Obbituchildren had library books which thye borrow and return after very forth
night.

As the year begins we are full repared to take them back to school with procvision s of new
school uniforms after tey changed school from Starehe to sololo primary and school staionries

1.5.CLOTHNG

The children had adequate home clothes and routinely bought
on child need base

s Obbitu children were bought new clothes for Christmas and
they were also provided with a pair of shoes, inner wears,
bikers and head ribbons. Routinely the children were provided
with individual need based clothing.

New bed sheets were provided for the new children and those
with old ones replaced with new bed sheets.

1.6.CARE AND PROTECTION

Obbitu children home has well protected compound with 4 night
watchmen and 2 day watchmen daily. Their right to information, &
play and cultural background was advanced. Most obbitu 7
children have birth certificate. Obbitu children were counseled |jef
. once every week on topical issues concerning their social,
spiritual, intellectual and psychological development. Children
were given 2 weeks permission to visit their relatives, this helped
~ them bonding, sense of belonging and cared. Relative of Boni
was searched and lastly found. They were invited to Obbitu
children home for introduction to Boni. During our last 4 days permission Boni visited his
new Aunt and uncle within Sololo town.

1.7.ENTERTAINMENT

Obbitu children are hyper active in nature. They do many forms of exercises. They play most
evening after school and weekends. They play football, and indoor games like speller a word
construction game, snake and ladder, etc.

1.8.WATER

The main source of water in obbitu was from roof harvest and storage tanks. We had the short
rains season which filled most of our tanks; there were no shortage of water in obbitu for
domestic use. Quality of water was an issue, due to dust, leaves and birds droppings. The filters
we had have all blocked and dysfunctional. We have PUR powder for treating the water. There



were few cases of stomach discomfort reported may be due to water, the complaint was treated at
obbitu dispensary.

1.9.MAINTENANCE ACTIVTIES

Maintenance was a main concerns, there were a number of major repaired needed but not yet
accomplished. Fathers house needed replacement of wire screen .this part is ongoing and done by
Borte. The guest house needs replace of water pipes, leaking roofs, taps, and stained walls.

The problem of the roofs of the guest house is baboons running on it and loosening the nails and
expanding the hole where nails went through.

The washroom need new grass thatching, this will be done with grass harvested from the green
house by Borte. Children house floors was chipped, and faded and requires to be refreshed

Main generator needs to be assessed to know the real cause of the problem. The mechanical
workshop is still not functioning. I’'m proposing to open and extension branch in Sololo town to
bring the service closer to the customers; I will soon present a proposal to for discussion with
management team.

2.0. ELETRICITY

Obbitu has adequate supply of power supply from the solar panels. 3 batteries were bought
through well-wisher fund raising for Christmas celebration. The batteries were of 100 Amps, and
1 invert for the boy’s house. The security light does not work due to the generator not working.
The workshop generator is not yet repaired due to lack good mechanic. We are continuing to
solicit for a mechanic in Marsabit.

3.0. COMPOUND

The compound is clean, the children conduct weekends genral cleaning .papers, plastic, bottles,
debris, the pathways was stoned laid and white washed. Baboons remain the major distructive
animals invading roofs, water tanks along the workshop playground and guest house.

4.0. ANIMALS

2 new calves were borne among the herd, we have 11 cows
now. We have given Halkano salo 1 cow and its calf. The
compound have no grass but they browser the leafy braches
of trees and shrubs. They have good body condition. No
disease infection expect ticks infestation




5.0. OBBITU FARMING UNIT

The 4 greenhouses were
functioning well, tomatoes,
® spinach, green pepper were
* planted. In the open field
sukuma wiki, onions, carrot
were planted. The short
.| rains were very low our
pans did not collect much
water except for the tanks. SEsi : X
Pan 3 collect it water from the greenhouses and was full. Piping to the irrigation tanks was
complete and we are currently using its water which is about to finish before end of January.

The in farming are we planted be and which dried up after flowering. Pigeon peas did well and it
vegetated we are now harvesting as a source of protein for the children. Pawpaw is the fruit we
had in plenty but all was provided by the children .we were able to harvest after every 3 days 6- 8
papaws.

The nursery net for shade has worn out due to intensive heat and cannot be repaired

BEEKEEKING.

- The bee keeping project is doing well. All the bbehives have

- colonies. We have 16 beehives and1 catcher box.. all the hives
. have a stand and closely arranged for ease of checking and
monitoring. 12.25 kg of honey was harvested duringht is
quarter and sold for shillings 12,250 . labelling and branding
was done with the iconic view of mount Abboo shown of the
label. We have accrued profit from sell of the honey. The
quaity is ttrusted by all the customers and locally a very fast
| 4 moving product. Honey has been sold in Mrsabit, Meru,
Nairobi and Moyale. We use socail media fr advertising the honey.

VEGETABLES

. Vegetables grown in Obbitu farming unit were very good and
have good market in Sololo. In the month of October and
November sales were good, but in December water was little
and tempertures were too high this reduced the quantity. There
was still some for the children consumption but not for
commercial sale. The table below shows various vegtebale
harvest during the quarter under review.




NO | VEGETABLES | QUANTITY | Used in obbitu Sold Unit cost Total
kitchen Cost
1 Sukuma wiki 402 80 322 10 3220
2 Spinach 90 5 85 20 1700
3 pawpaw 146 141 5 50 250
4 onions 14 14 0 0 0
5 watermelons 0 0 0 0 0
6 Tomatoes 230 110 120 50 6000
7 Carrots 1 1 0 0 0
8 Long tail pepper 0 0 0 0 0
9 Green pepper 120 90 30 5 150
TOTAL INCOME
GUEST HOUSE

The guest house was attedned to
for 2 weeks per month by Tume
gabre. The floor is clean, the wall
+ were stained , the net ceiling was
T okay. The roof has number leaking
holles aggrevated by baboons. The
| taps are corroded by salty water
and blocked abour 2 not working at
all. The wire guaze in the veranda has worn out. The wash room
sare working well . the guest house will need a good repars on the roofs, an dpiping system from
mmetallic to a plastic pipe which can with stand saltcorrosion.

TRANSPORT

& The motor cycle was the most used mode of transport for
servies and home visits. Abdi has been able to condcut his

~ home vist with out any hindrance. Mr Kobe was in good
- state of repair ,we occasionally use we need need tocary bulk
consignment like seling of vegteable sto the market or
. materials from town to Obbitu children home.




2.0. HOME BASED CARE PROGRAM

OVC Sololo project support 274 children in primary, nursery and underage. In secondary school
the project supports 42 children. 8 new families were admitted into the program. They have a total
of 31 children added to the project. Due to financial constraints other family’s needs were not
provided. Home visits were conducted and needs identified.

The motorcycle was in good state of repairs to facilitate timely home visits by the field officer.

2.1 HBC FOOD DISTRIBUTION

The program provides monthly
food ration for 92 families. 8 new
- families were admitted into the
program. The foods provided for
# the families included maize 18kg
per family, beans, 6kg, cooking
oil 1 litre, sugar lkg, tea leaves
200g. Half a bar soap. Nutritional porridge 4kgs provided for FEEEEEEEA q
19 families. The ration has contributed to good and improved e T A 4
health and nutrition. Nutritional status was monitored by health assessment with monthly
targeted number of children. Family units and relation were protected though the food
distribution.

2.2 HEALTH AND NUTRITIONAL ASSESSMENT:
Nutritional assessments were carried out despite the corona virus threats.

No. children Reason for

MONTH | seen absenteeism
October 60 To be
November | 53 followed up

December | Not seen 14

TOTAL | 1113
The number of children found underweight — 38

Malnourished cases — 5



2.2. MONTHLY OVC HOME VISIT

MONTHS TARGET NO HH NO. Of Not
OVC HH visited Children seen
seen
October 23 23 60 0
November 24 24 &3 0
December 8 8 27 0
TOTAL 55 55 170 0

Child no. 0089 H. relocated to fora and was not seen, and child no. 0092 D. R. relocated to Isiolo
and not available. The relatives were requested to bring back the children or they risk to be
dropped from the program after missing 2 sessions.

Sensitization on prevention of Corona Virus was done during home visit, health assessments and
food distribution sessions; they beneficiaries were advised on use of masks in public places,
observing social distancing and frequent hand washing

Shelter which requires repairs — plastering are 5

HBC FAMILY NEEDS PROVIDED

2 houses were constructed and completed this quarter.
21 metallic beds and mattresses were distributed this quarter.
The beds were 3ft by 6ft and mattresses.

ADMISSION OF NEEDY CHILDREN TO OBBITU CHILDREN HOME

Child no. 0426 F. B. — malnourished case - Damballafachana
Child no. 0546 D. T. — malnourished case — from Golole
T. Q. total orphan from Sololo town

sl .

B. M. — semi orphan, her father a casual worker who was most times under alcohol
influence and abandoned the little girl. The children were reported by the village elders
and were assessed by OVC field officer. Authority was sort from the children officer and
further approved by the OVC management committee



WELL FARE PROGRAM

This activity entailed providing cash transfer to very elderly registered beneficiaries within
Sololo. The service has been going on well. It was provided under Mondeco representative.
My responsibility was to be present during distribution of cash to the beneficiaries and
monitor the progress. I then sign cash payment form and forward to you for update.

This activity has a form for registration. There is need to update the profile of each beneficiary
at home environment and also picture evidence during cash transfer at Obbitu children home.
Mondeco representative is making a follow-up at home to have individual pictures of
beneficiaries and their environment and also a group and individual photos during cash
distribution. We shall give you update on this soon.

GOK COORDINATION AND MONITORING

There was no supervision visit from the children officer this quarter. December was our best
month where we celebrated Christmas with Kenya military personnel and professional from
Sololo fund raiser for the children to celebrate Christmas

We have cordial relationship with the office of Sub County commissioner and ward
administrators in Sololo. We are pushing for stronger collaboration with the county Governor to
establish partnership and eventually hand over Obbitu children to the government.

CONCLUSION

We bracing for harder times ahead due to drought where water will be limited, greenhouse pans
becoming dry and cattle getting emaciated. The economic time is also difficult to raise fund or
government to fund our obbitu activities. Corona virus becoming the case of economic crisis
experienced in Kenya and all over the world.

BY GUFU GUYO - PROGRAM COORDINATOR



