
DROUGHT UPDATE IN SOLOLO SUB COUNTY – MARSABIT COUNTY 

 

The long rains of April to July were below average in Sololo. The short rains in October to 

November failed in Marsabit County.  

 

Kenya government has declared the draught a national disaster.  
 

There was concentration of livestock around water points where there is no pasture. There is also 

abnormal migration of livestock due to current drought competing to reach where it had rained 1day 

or 2 days.  

 

The livestock body condition is very poor and continued to deteriorate.  

Milk and meat production in Sololo was greatly reduced.  Milk production in October was below 

0.5 liters per cow while in normal condition it should be higher than 1.7 liters.  

 

Practically cow produces zero milk currently. 

 

Many livestock death have been reported and soon there will be mass death of livestock. There are 

no interested buyers due to emaciated body condition 

 

All this implies that the population OF households who depend on livestock product are 

starving.  

 

Animal market value has dropped from kshs 25,000 to below kshs 10,000 in Sololo Sub County. 

The price of a goat has dropped from expected above 4000 kshs to about 2,450 shillings.  

The prices of other foods available in the market has sky rocketed due to low production in other 

parts of Kenya and neighboring Ethiopia, maize is being transported from Meru County while beans 

come in from Ethiopia. The cost of 1kg of maize in sololo market cost 48 – 50 shillings per 

kilogram while beans cost between 100 – 120 shillings per kilo. 

 

The population of Sololo according to KBS census 2019 was about 44,822, on average of 6 people 

per households this will translate to 7,470 households.  
Sololo sub County with a birth rate of 3.8% has a projected population of 46,526 people.  

Population living below $1 is at 64% therefore with the current disaster the purchasing power 

of the families is dwindling. 

 

Malnutrition level according to NDMA stands at 13.1% way above global standard of 0.0 – 

8.2 %  

Government food relief is minimal in Sololo, hence there is acute hunger is Sololo.   

Hence 30,000 people will require food assistance immediately. The vulnerability of families is 

spread all in 10 locations of Sololo with far locations being most affected. 

 

Water source in boreholes are overused and cause frequent break down,  

water pan are overpopulated and water level is dropping very fast. The quality of water is 

very poor with odour, and presence green algae.  

Many people do not have water storage containers even when water trucking is provided. 

 

OVC Sololo project serves 100 households with estimated above 300 children and minimum of 2 

adults per households.  

Our nutritional assessment show minimum deviation from normal implying the positive outcome 

and impact of food distribution. 



 

RECOMMENDATION 

1.Immediate food relief estimated  5000 households spread in all the10 location of sololo Sub 

county 

2.Continuous health and nutritional assessment to monitor and evaluate the impact of the program. 

3.Water trucking to villages living far from water sources 

4.Provision of water storage container 100 liter. 

5.Provision of transport facilities of  foods to villages  

 

We recommend food distribution rather than cash transfer because use of money can be diverted to 

other needs by the recipient hence the family will not benefit from cash transfers 

 

Thank you 

GUFU 
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